WEREGILD

Meaning: Weregild is a monetary compensation paid to the family of a slain individual
as restitution for wrongful death in ancient and medieval societies.

1. Weregild was a customary payment made to the family of a slain person in ancient societies.
2. In the context of medieval law, weregild served as compensation for wrongful death.

3. The concept of weregild highlights the importance of honor and reputation in early Germanic

cultures.
4. In many tribal societies, the amount of weregild varied based on the status of the victim.

5. Understanding weregild helps us comprehend the legal frameworks of past civilizations and their

values.
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