
VARIOLATION

Meaning: Variolation is the historical practice of inoculating an individual with a mild

form of a disease, particularly smallpox, to induce immunity.

1. Variolation was a common practice in the 18th century to inoculate individuals against smallpox.

2. The technique of variolation involved deliberately infecting a person with a mild form of the

disease.

3. As public health knowledge advanced, variolation was largely replaced by vaccination.

4. Many historical figures debated the ethics and efficacy of variolation during its peak use.

5. Variolation laid the groundwork for modern immunization techniques that have saved countless

lives.
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