
VARIOLA

Meaning: Variola is a virus that causes smallpox, a highly contagious and often fatal

disease that was eradicated in 1980.

1. Variola was responsible for the devastating smallpox outbreaks that plagued humanity for

centuries.

2. The eradication of variola in 1980 marked a major milestone in global public health efforts.

3. Researchers have studied variola extensively to understand its mechanisms and to prevent future

outbreaks.

4. Vaccination campaigns against variola have saved millions of lives and changed the course of

infectious disease history.

5. Despite the eradication of variola, scientists remain vigilant about the potential for bioterrorism

involving the virus.
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