TUATARA

Meaning: Tuatara: a unique reptile native to New Zealand, known for its distinctive
features, including a third eye, and often considered a "living fossil."

1. The tuatara is a unique reptile native to New Zealand, often referred to as a "living fossil."

2. Unlike most reptiles, the tuatara possesses a third eye on the top of its head, which is believed to

aid in regulating its circadian rhythms.

3. Conservation efforts are in place to protect the tuatara, as its population has dwindled due to

habitat loss and introduced predators.

4. Researchers study the tuatara's slow metabolism and longevity to gain insights into aging and

evolutionary biology.

5. For many New Zealanders, the tuatara symbolizes the country's rich and diverse wildlife heritage.
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