THORACENTESIS

Meaning: Thoracentesis is a medical procedure that involves the insertion of a needle
into the pleural space to remove fluid for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.

1. Thoracentesis is often performed to relieve pressure on the lungs caused by pleural effusion.

2. The doctor explained that a thoracentesis would help determine the cause of the fluid

accumulation.
3. After the thoracentesis, the patient reported significant relief from shortness of breath.
4. Complications from thoracentesis are rare but can include infection or pneumothorax.

5. During the thoracentesis, the physician used ultrasound guidance to ensure accurate needle

placement.
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