
SUMPTUARY

Meaning: Sumptuary refers to laws or regulations intended to control personal

expenditures and maintain social order by restricting extravagant behavior,

particularly in clothing and consumption.

1. The sumptuary laws of the medieval period were designed to regulate extravagance among the

nobility.

2. Her dress was so ornately adorned that it seemed to defy the sumptuary expectations of the time.

3. In an effort to curb excessive spending, the city council proposed new sumptuary regulations for

public events.

4. Historical records reveal that sumptuary laws often sparked debates about class and social

status.

5. Many cultures have employed sumptuary measures to reinforce societal norms regarding wealth

and consumption.
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