
SKOPTSY

Meaning: Skoptsy refers to a religious sect in 18th-century Russia known for its

extreme asceticism and controversial beliefs regarding gender and sexuality,

including the renunciation of physical desires.

1. The skoptsy were known for their extreme ascetic practices, which included renouncing physical

desires.

2. In the 18th century, the skoptsy sect attracted attention due to its controversial beliefs about

gender and sexuality.

3. The skoptsy community believed that spiritual purity could only be achieved through radical

self-denial and sacrifice.

4. Historically, the skoptsy faced persecution and misunderstanding from mainstream society

because of their unique rituals.

5. Researchers studying the skoptsy often delve into their theological views on the body and the

afterlife.
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