
SKIMMINGTON

Meaning: Skimmington refers to a historical public demonstration in England aimed at

shaming a wayward spouse, typically involving a noisy parade by neighbors.

1. In historical England, a skimmington was often a public display meant to shame a wayward

spouse.

2. During a skimmington, neighbors would parade through the streets with pots and pans, creating a

raucous noise.

3. The tradition of skimmingtons faded over time but served as a fascinating glimpse into community

justice.

4. Many folk tales recount the humorous antics that accompanied a skimmington, showcasing the

creativity of the participants.

5. The concept of a skimmington highlights the social dynamics of rural communities in the past,

where public opinion held significant power.
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