
RITENUTO

Meaning: Ritenuto is a musical term indicating a sudden reduction in tempo, often to

enhance expression or emotional impact.

1. The conductor signaled for a ritenuto, allowing the choir to draw out the final notes with emotional

weight.

2. In the delicate passage, the composer indicated a ritenuto, inviting the musicians to slow their

tempo and savor the moment.

3. As the performance progressed, the pianist executed a ritenuto that captivated the audience,

drawing them deeper into the music.

4. The orchestra responded beautifully to the sudden ritenuto, creating a palpable tension that filled

the concert hall.

5. During the rehearsal, the director emphasized the importance of the ritenuto, explaining how it

enhances the overall expression of the piece.
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