RHAPHIDES

Meaning: Rhaphides are needle-like crystalline structures found in various plants that
serve as a defense mechanism against herbivores and contribute to the plants'
texture and appearance.

1. Rhaphides are needle-like structures found in many plants, serving as a defense mechanism

against herbivores.

2. The presence of rhaphides in certain species of orchids contributes to their unique textures and

appearance.
3. When crushed, rhaphides can irritate the skin, indicating their role in deterring potential threats.

4. Botanists often study rhaphides to better understand plant adaptations and their ecological

significance.

5. In some cultures, rhaphides are believed to have medicinal properties, although their

effectiveness remains debated.
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