PRIMORDIALISM

Meaning: Primordialism is the theory that ethnic identities are fundamentally based on
deep historical and cultural connections.

1. Primordialism posits that ethnic identities are rooted in ancient histories and cultural narratives.

2. In discussions of nationalism, primordialism often contrasts with more modernist perspectives on

identity formation.

3. The theory of primordialism suggests that certain social bonds are innate and emerge from our

prehistoric past.

4. Critics of primordialism argue that it oversimplifies the complexities of contemporary identity

politics.

5. Primordialism can help explain the persistence of traditional practices in societies facing rapid

modernization.
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