
PRELATISM

Meaning: Prelatism refers to a system of church governance characterized by the

authority and power of bishops or higher clergy, often leading to hierarchical

structures within the church.

1. Prelatism often stirs debate among theologians regarding the balance of authority in the church.

2. The rise of prelatism in certain denominations has led to concerns about hierarchical power

structures.

3. Critics of prelatism argue that it undermines the communal aspects of church governance.

4. Historically, prelatism has been associated with the consolidation of power in the hands of a few

church leaders.

5. Understanding prelatism is essential for grasping the complexities of modern ecclesiastical

politics.
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