
PREFORMATIVE

Meaning: PREFORMATIVE: Relating to utterances or verbs that enact an action

merely through their expression.

1. The concept of preformative utterances challenges traditional views of language by suggesting

that words can create actions.

2. In linguistics, a preformative verb is one that performs an action simply by being spoken.

3. The philosopher J.L. Austin introduced the term 'preformative' to highlight how certain statements

can enact what they describe.

4. Her declaration was not just a statement but a preformative act that changed the nature of their

relationship.

5. Understanding the role of preformative language is crucial in examining how speech influences

social interactions.
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