
PHLOGISTICATION

Meaning: Phlogistication refers to the historical theory in chemistry that posited the

existence of a substance called phlogiston, which was believed to be released during

combustion.

1. The concept of phlogistication was once pivotal in early chemistry, suggesting that combustion

was caused by the release of a substance called phlogiston.

2. In discussions of historical scientific theories, phlogistication often comes up as an example of

how understandings of chemical processes have evolved.

3. Critics of the phlogistication theory argued that it failed to explain the weight gain of metals during

combustion.

4. The idea of phlogistication illustrates the transition from alchemical practices to modern scientific

methods.

5. Phlogistication, although obsolete, remains an interesting topic for those studying the history of

science.
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