PATROONSHIP

Meaning: Patroonship refers to a landholding system in colonial New York where
wealthy landowners, known as patroons, controlled large estates and offered land to

settlers in exchange for labor.

1. The patroonship system in colonial New York allowed wealthy landowners to control vast tracts of

land.

2. Under the patroonship arrangement, settlers received land in exchange for working the patroon's

estate.
3. Disputes often arose between the patroon and the settlers regarding land rights and governance.
4. The legacy of patroonship can still be seen in the names of some towns and cities in New York.

5. Many historians view the patroonship system as a precursor to later land ownership models in

America.
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