
PATERFAMILIAS

Meaning: Paterfamilias refers to the male head of a family or household, particularly

in ancient Roman society, who holds legal authority and responsibility for its

members.

1. The paterfamilias in ancient Rome held significant authority over his household.

2. In many cultures, the paterfamilias is seen as the primary decision-maker for the family.

3. As the paterfamilias, he felt a deep responsibility to uphold family traditions and values.

4. The role of the paterfamilias often included financial management and providing for the family’s

needs.

5. In literature, the archetype of the paterfamilias often explores themes of power and familial duty.
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