
PAPESS

Meaning: PAPESS: A female pope, often symbolizing the intersection of gender and

power within the church in historical and literary contexts.

1. The term "papess" refers to a female pope, a concept that has intrigued historians for centuries.

2. In medieval literature, the character of the papess often symbolizes the intersection of gender and

power within the church.

3. Many scholars debate the legitimacy of the papess figure, citing both historical and mythical

narratives.

4. The legend of the papess Joan, who supposedly disguised herself as a man to ascend to the

papacy, remains a topic of fascination.

5. Art often depicts the papess as a powerful figure, challenging the traditional roles assigned to

women in religious contexts.
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