OSMATERIUM

Meaning: Osmaterium is a specialized organ in certain caterpillars that emits a strong
odor to deter predators when the caterpillar is threatened.

1. The osmaterium of the caterpillar releases a foul odor to deter predators.

2. When threatened, the caterpillar extends its osmaterium, emitting a strong scent.

3. In some species of butterflies, the osmaterium serves as a defense mechanism against birds.
4. The bright colors of the osmaterium mimic toxic substances found in other insects.

5. Researchers are studying how the osmaterium functions in various species of moths and

butterflies.
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