
ODONTOID

Meaning: Odontoid refers to a tooth-like projection on the second cervical vertebra

(axis) that plays a key role in the rotation of the head and neck.

1. The odontoid process, also known as the dens, is a crucial part of the second cervical vertebra.

2. In cases of cervical spine injuries, the stability of the odontoid can significantly impact treatment

decisions.

3. An odontoid fracture typically occurs due to severe trauma, often requiring surgical intervention.

4. Radiologists pay close attention to the odontoid on X-rays to assess potential spinal injuries.

5. Understanding the anatomy of the odontoid is essential for neurosurgeons performing procedures

in the upper cervical region.
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