
MEPHITISM

Meaning: Mephitism refers to the biological phenomenon of certain animals,

particularly skunks, using chemical defenses, such as foul-smelling secretions, as a

means of protection against predators.

1. The scientist's research on mephitism revealed fascinating insights into the behavior of skunks.

2. In discussions of animal adaptations, mephitism often highlights the evolutionary advantages of

chemical defenses.

3. The term mephitism is rarely used outside of academic circles, but it captures a unique aspect of

wildlife survival.

4. Many people are unaware that mephitism can play a crucial role in the predator-prey dynamic

within ecosystems.

5. Understanding mephitism can help wildlife enthusiasts appreciate the complexity of animal

interactions in nature.
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