
LICK-SPITTLE

Meaning: Lick-spittle refers to a sycophantic person who flatters or ingratiates

themselves with someone in power, often to gain favor.

1. The politician surrounded himself with lick-spittles who would do anything to stay in his good

graces.

2. Rather than offer constructive criticism, the team leader was content to be a lick-spittle, flattering

the boss at every turn.

3. In the office, her lick-spittle attitude earned her both the disdain and amusement of her

colleagues.

4. The movie portrayed a lick-spittle character who fawned over the wealthy businessman, hoping

for a handout.

5. To succeed in that cutthroat environment, one often had to become a lick-spittle, sacrificing

integrity for advancement.
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