HOMOPLASY

Meaning: Homoplasy is the occurrence of similar traits in different evolutionary
lineages that arise independently, complicating the interpretation of evolutionary

relationships.

1. Homoplasy can complicate the interpretation of evolutionary relationships among species.
2. The presence of similar traits in different evolutionary lineages is a classic example of homoplasy.

3. Researchers often struggle to distinguish between homoplasy and true homologous traits in their

studies.
4. Understanding homoplasy is crucial for accurately reconstructing phylogenetic trees.

5. In the study of convergent evolution, homoplasy plays a significant role in shaping our

understanding of adaptation.
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