
HOMOPHYLY

Meaning: Homophyly is the occurrence of similar traits in organisms that arise from

convergent evolution rather than from a shared common ancestor.

1. Homophyly refers to the phenomenon where organisms share similar traits due to convergent

evolution rather than common ancestry.

2. In the study of evolutionary biology, homophyly can complicate the determination of true

phylogenetic relationships.

3. The concept of homophyly highlights the importance of examining genetic data alongside

morphological characteristics.

4. Researchers often find that homophyly can lead to misinterpretations of evolutionary pathways in

certain species.

5. Understanding homophyly is crucial for accurately reconstructing the evolutionary history of

diverse taxa.
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