
FRANKPLEDGE

Meaning: Frankpledge is a medieval English system in which groups of men were

collectively responsible for each other's conduct and ensured community order.

1. In medieval England, the frankpledge system ensured that a group of men would be responsible

for each other's behavior.

2. The concept of frankpledge was integral to maintaining order in rural communities during the

feudal period.

3. Under the frankpledge system, every male citizen had to be part of a tithing to promote mutual

accountability.

4. Frankpledge served not only as a legal structure but also fostered a sense of community among

the villagers.

5. The decline of frankpledge coincided with the rise of centralized law enforcement in the early

modern era.
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