
EXTENUATING

Meaning: Extenuating refers to circumstances or factors that lessen the severity or

culpability of an action or situation.

1. The judge considered the extenuating circumstances before delivering the sentence.

2. Her difficult childhood was seen as an extenuating factor in her recent behavior.

3. Despite the evidence against him, there were extenuating reasons that made the jury hesitant to

convict.

4. The team’s poor performance was somewhat excused due to the extenuating circumstances of

their star player’s injury.

5. In light of the extenuating factors surrounding her decision, many were more understanding of her

actions.
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