EUHEMERISM

Meaning: Euhemerism is the theory that deities originated as historical figures who
were later worshipped as gods by their followers.

1. Euhemerism posits that gods were originally historical figures who were later deified by their

followers.

2. In studying ancient religions, scholars often encounter the concept of euhemerism as a way to

interpret mythological narratives.

3. The philosopher Euhemerus is credited with introducing the idea that myths are exaggerated

accounts of real people.

4. Through a euhemeristic lens, the tales of legendary heroes can be viewed as reflections of actual

historical events.

5. Critics of euhemerism argue that it oversimplifies the complexity of myth and its role in cultural

identity.
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