
DIGITIGRADE

Meaning: Digitigrade refers to an animal that walks on its toes, with the heels

elevated, enhancing speed and agility.

1. Many mammals, such as dogs and cats, are classified as digitigrade because they walk on their

toes.

2. The digitigrade posture allows for greater speed and agility in predators.

3. Birds are also considered digitigrade animals due to their perching habits on their toes.

4. Evolutionarily, digitigrade locomotion has provided certain species with advantages in hunting and

escaping threats.

5. In contrast to plantigrade animals, digitigrade species typically have elongated metatarsals that

enhance their running capabilities.

6. Many animals, such as cats and dogs, are classified as digitigrade because they walk on their

toes.

7. The digitigrade posture of certain mammals enhances their ability to run swiftly and quietly.

8. In contrast to plantigrade animals, digitigrade species often have specialized skeletal structures in

their limbs.

9. Research in biomechanics often examines the advantages of digitigrade locomotion in predator

species.

10. The digitigrade stance allows for increased agility, making it easier for these animals to navigate

complex terrains.
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