
COTANGENT

Meaning: Cotangent is a trigonometric function representing the ratio of the length of

the adjacent side to the length of the opposite side in a right triangle, and is the

reciprocal of the tangent function.

1. The cotangent of an angle in a right triangle is defined as the ratio of the length of the adjacent

side to the length of the opposite side.

2. In trigonometry, the cotangent function is the reciprocal of the tangent function and is often

denoted as cot.

3. Students often struggle to remember the relationship between sine, cosine, and cotangent when

solving for angles.

4. The cotangent graph has a series of vertical asymptotes where the tangent function is equal to

zero.

5. Understanding cotangent is essential for mastering more advanced topics in calculus and

analytical geometry.
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