CONTINUO

Meaning: Continuo refers to a continuous bass line in Baroque music that serves as a
harmonic foundation, often played by instruments like the harpsichord or cello.

1. The continuo in Baroque music provides a harmonic foundation for the ensemble.

2. During the performance, the harpsichordist skillfully played the continuo, enhancing the overall

texture.
3. In many operas, the continuo serves to connect the arias and recitatives seamlessly.
4. Composers often specified the instruments for the continuo to create a rich sonorous background.

5. The use of continuo allows musicians to improvise harmonies while maintaining the piece's

structure.
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