CICISBEISM

Meaning: Cicisbeism is a historical social custom in which a married woman engages
in a formalized romantic relationship with her male admirer, often sanctioned by her
husband.

1. Cicisbeism was a social custom among the Italian aristocracy that involved a formalized courtship

between a married woman and her admirer.

2. The concept of cicisbeism illustrates the complexities of romantic relationships in historical

contexts.
3. During the 18th century, cicisbeism often blurred the lines of fidelity and friendship in elite circles.

4. Cicisbeism, while often criticized, was seen by some as a means of providing companionship and

emotional support.

5. In literature, cicisbeism is frequently depicted as a source of intrigue and scandal within high

society.
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