BALEEN

Meaning: Baleen is a flexible, comb-like structure made of keratin that lines the

mouths of certain whales, used to filter food from water.

8.

9.

. Baleen whales filter small organisms from the water using their unique baleen plates.

. The baleen acts like a sieve, allowing the whale to consume large quantities of krill.

. Researchers studied the baleen patterns of various species to understand their feeding habits.
. In the past, baleen was harvested for use in items such as corsets and umbrella ribs.

. The size and shape of baleen can vary significantly among different whale species.

. During the whale's feeding process, the baleen traps food while the water is expelled.

. Understanding how baleen functions helps scientists learn more about marine ecosystems.

Some baleen whales can consume up to four tons of food in a single day.

The baleen of a blue whale can be over a meter long, making it truly impressive.

10. Conservation efforts are crucial to protect baleen whales from threats like ship strikes and

entanglement.
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