
ANT-LION

Meaning: Ant-lion: a predatory insect larva that constructs a conical pit in loose

substrate to capture prey, particularly ants.

1. The ant-lion larva creates a conical pit in the sand to trap unsuspecting prey.

2. As a child, I was fascinated watching an ant-lion catch its meal in the tiny sand trap.

3. The delicate, lacey wings of the adult ant-lion are often mistaken for those of a dragonfly.

4. In dry, sandy areas, ant-lions can be found lurking beneath the surface, waiting for ants to fall in.

5. The lifecycle of the ant-lion includes a predatory larval stage followed by a brief adult phase.

6. Ant-lions are an excellent example of nature’s intricate predatory adaptations.

7. I observed an ant-lion patiently waiting at the bottom of its pit for its next meal.

8. The unique behavior of ant-lions has made them a topic of interest for many entomologists.

9. During the summer months, the adult ant-lion emerges from its pupal stage to lay eggs.

10. Many people are unaware that the harmless adult ant-lion is a significant predator in its larval

form.
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